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religions should be represented. It was no wonder
that he founded a religion of his own called the
Din-i-Ilahi, whose followers worshipped the sun
and gave up meat. This religion, however, did
not become popular and died with the death of its
author, Akbar was so much interested in religions
that he built the famous Hall of Worship. There
Hindus, Jains, Parsis, Christians, and Muslims
used to meet and discuss religious questions.
Akbar himself used to preside over these dis-
cussions and take a lively interest in them. He
thus had a very hospitable mind. Once a party
of Jesuit priests came to his court from Goa, and
he received them with the utmost courtesy. He
let them stay at the court and held discussions
with them about religious matters. He was so
pleased with them that he let them build a chapeL
Not only was he friendly to the followers of other
religions but he was kind also to the inhabitants
of other countries* It is said that two Englishmen
came to his court with letters from Queen Eliza-
beth ami he received them well. This was almost
the beginning of India's intercourse with Europe.
Great as Akbar was in these matters, he ren-
dered equally signal service in the realms of art
and literature. He was a great builder and during
his reign several buildings were erected which
combined the beauty of the Muslim architecture
with the nobility of Hindu buildings. The fort
st Agra and the tomb of Humayun at Fatehpur